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servant’s heart. Ed remained active
and provided unmatched support for
businesses, historic societies, civics
projects, the Columbia Springs Foun-
dation, the Fort Vancouver National
Trust, and the PeaceHealth Southwest
Medical Center up until his last days.

Ed’s vibrant personality made him
one of the most beloved individuals of
our entire region. Whether it was
something as simple as remembering
your name or giving you a book from
his collection, he did more for our com-
munity than almost anyone, yet he was
never more than just ‘‘one of us.” I
honor his memory today.

——
HIGHWAY TRUST FUND

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, when it comes to
the highway trust fund, this Congress
has kicked the can down the road so
many times that pretty soon we will
not even have a road.

In just 5 legislative days—in 5 legis-
lative days—the fund will expire, and
with it, 660,000 good-paying jobs will be
on the chopping block.

America cannot lead the next cen-
tury with broken roads and bridges col-
lapsing. We are spending barely enough
to repair the infrastructure of yester-
day, as China and Europe build a tran-
sit system worthy of the 21st century.

In my district alone, we have two
large infrastructure projects—the Sec-
ond Avenue Subway and the East Side
Access—and both of them depend, as do
large infrastructure projects, on Fed-
eral funding. They create thousands of
jobs, and they will cut commute times.
They are investments in productivity
and economic growth for our country.

After a dozen short-term extensions,
it is time for a long-term highway bill.
Our future depends on it. Our economic
growth depends on it.

——

KEEP THE PROMISE ACT

(Mr. GOSAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to draw attention to the serious
issue facing my home State of Arizona.

For several years, I have been ac-
tively involved in a troubling off-res-
ervation gaming issue in my home
State of Arizona involving the Tohono
O’odham Nation. The tribe has been at-
tempting to move from their ancestral
lands in Tucson into another tribe’s
former reservation in the Phoenix met-
ropolitan area for the sole purpose of
building a Las Vegas-style casino.

Tohono’s dismissal of their promise
of a voter-approved compact and their
dismissal of a promise to build no addi-
tional casinos in Phoenix is not some-
thing that Congress can ignore when
the result will be so harmful to what
has been a national model.
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Furthermore, Tohono has falsely
been claiming a victory in court. This
sentiment is factually wrong. The
Tohono won nothing based on the mer-
its. Rather, the case was dismissed on
the draconian doctrine of sovereign im-
munity, which we, Congress, have ju-
risdiction and oversight of, rather than
the courts.

I urge immediate adoption of this
commonsense legislation that has
passed this same body last Congress
and has already passed committee by
unanimous consent.

————

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, once

again, we are seeing a dose of dema-
goguery from the Republican leader-

ship, who continue to threaten the
elimination of the Export-Import
Bank.

The Ex-Im Bank ensures that Amer-
ican companies of all sizes have access
to financing for the export of American
goods, from electronics, to medical
equipment, to smartphones and cases
of soap. These exports contribute to
the strength of the economy and sup-
port millions of American jobs. In fact,
since 2009, the bank has supported 1.3
million private sector jobs.

Republican threats to eliminate the
bank are threats to American workers,
manufacturers, and our economy. Last
year, New Jersey exported $36.8 billion
in merchandise. Failure to reauthorize
the Ex-Im Bank would put billions of
dollars in New Jersey exports at risk.

I urge my colleagues to reauthorize
the Ex-Im Bank.

—————

HIGHWAY TRUST FUND

(Ms. ESTY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, there are
only 5 legislative days until the high-
way trust fund expires. Once again,
this House is governing by crisis and
needlessly endangering 660,000 good-
paying jobs. This needs to stop.

The American Society of Civil Engi-
neers gives America’s infrastructure an
overall grade of D-minus. Mr. Speaker,
35 percent of my State of Connecticut’s
bridges are structurally deficient, func-
tionally obsolete, or both.

We shouldn’t wait until the trains de-
rail, the bridges collapse, or projects
shut down before we fund our infra-
structure in this Nation. A great na-
tion does not respond to crisis with
duct tape. A great nation leads by bold
action.

I join Democrats and Republicans
who are ready to work together to pass
a long-term, sustainable, robust high-
way and infrastructure bill. The time
is act is now.
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POSITIVE TRAIN CONTROL

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, Americans
are still shaken by this week’s Amtrak
derailment that took the lives of seven
people and left more than 200 injured.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the
families who have suffered a loss.

The NTSB said that this tragedy
could have been prevented if the cor-
ridor had been outfitted with positive
train control technology, PTC. All of
us in southern California have known
the importance of PTC since the hor-
rible train accident in Chatsworth in
2008 that killed 25 people. Congress
mandated that year that PTC be in-
stalled on all our Nation’s rail lines.

Across the country, rail lines are in
the process of installing this lifesaving
technology, but many are behind
schedule. There was no PTC in place
where this recent crash occurred.

Yesterday, former Republican Trans-
portation Secretary Ray LaHood said,
“The idea that Amtrak doesn’t need
more money to implement positive
train control . . . is nonsense.” And yet
yesterday, Republicans in the House
Appropriations Committee voted to cut
the Amtrak budget by $252 million.

This Congress’ policy of starving our
infrastructure system is endangering
Americans. Enough is enough.

———
HIGHWAY TRUST FUND

(Mr. NORCROSS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk with my colleagues about
passing a long-term reauthorization of
the highway trust fund. If we don’t do
it now, it is about Kkicking the can
down the road once again.

It is because of this dysfunction that
we have here in Congress that we can’t
get something done. People talk to us
day in and day out about how disgusted
they are. We can’t do things. They are
crying out for predictability.

If you were only going to get two
paychecks, would you be thinking
about buying a house? Of course not.
Industries that rely on our roads and
bridges to move goods and services
need that predictability, that funding,
to make good business decisions. Oth-
erwise, it would be foolish for them to
do that.

We all say we want to help our econ-
omy grow, and certainly I do. Let’s
give the job creators a reason to create

jobs. Let’s reauthorize the highway
trust fund for the long term.
——
0O 1230

WHEN WOMEN SUCCEED, AMERICA
SUCCEEDS: AN ECONOMIC AGEN-
DA FOR WOMEN AND FAMILIES

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of the ‘“When Women
Succeed, America Succeeds: An Eco-
nomic Agenda for Women and Fami-
lies.”

Let me first thank Leader PELOSI, of
course, and Representatives MATSUI
and FRANKEL for their unwavering
dedication to our Democratic Women’s
Working Group and for women and
families all across the country.

Mr. Speaker, this agenda is about im-
proving the future of our families and
the economic security of all women. It
is about increasing access to child care,
retirement security, and equal pay for
equal work. It is simply unacceptable
in 2015 that women are still being paid
78 cents for every dollar that a man
makes. African American women and
Latinas are being paid even less, at 64
cents and 56 cents respectively, despite
doing the same work as men. This is
wrong. It is an embarrassment.

We must do more to advance the eco-
nomic security of all women, like pro-
viding access to high quality and af-
fordable child care. As a single mother
who raised two amazing boys, I know
what it is like to struggle to make ends
meet. When I was a student at Mills
College in Oakland, California, often-
times I took my sons to class with me
because I could not afford child care.
Now, that was in the day. This is 2015,
and women deserve better. So let’s sup-
port this agenda and lift women up.
When women succeed, America suc-
ceeds.

———

WOMEN AND RETIREMENT
SECURITY

(Ms. MATSUI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of retirement security
for women. We celebrate the month of
May as Older Americans Month. This
year also marks the 50th anniversary
of Medicare and Medicaid and the 80th
anniversary of Social Security.

There is no better time to recognize
the profound impact that these impor-
tant programs have had on our coun-
try. They are vital programs to all
Americans. We also know that they are
especially key for women.

Women on average live longer, have
lower retirement savings, and spend
more on health care. I am committed
to protecting and expanding Medicare
and Social Security for women and for
all seniors.

Congress must also pass legislation
to support caregivers—women and
men—who may leave the workforce to
care for a child or a sick family mem-
ber. Strong retirement security poli-
cies help women succeed and America
succeed.

——
THE DEFENSE BILL

(Mr. MOULTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, the
Rules Committee just rejected an
amendment to the defense bill that I
offered to protect our troops on the
front line by shifting funds from the A-
10, an airplane the Air Force and the
Department of Defense don’t want, to
unfunded priorities for IED protection
and other things our front-line infan-
try troops desperately need.

Thousands of young American men
and women have been killed by IEDs in
the past decade. If the A-10 is so crit-
ical, why has neither the Army nor the
Marine Corps, which many troops feel
provides the best close air support in
the world, asked for A-10s themselves?
With a limitless budget we would all
love to have the A-10 and other weap-
ons. But our troops know that we live
in a real world with real tradeoffs. And
America expects us to make the politi-
cally difficult decisions to protect our
shared national security and the lives
of young Americans whom we ask to
defend it.

———

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RE-
SOURCES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. JEN-
KINS of West Virginia) laid before the
House the following resignation as a
member of the Committee on Natural
Resources:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 12, 2015.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER, It is a tremendous
privilege to represent the people of the First
Congressional District of Alabama in the
U.S. House of Representatives.

I have greatly appreciated the opportunity
to serve on the Natural Resources Com-
mittee. However, due to my appointment to
the Committee on Rules, I hereby resign my
seat on the Natural Resources Committee.

I look forward to continuing to serve the
constituents of Alabama’s First Congres-
sional District on the Committee on Rules
during the 114th Congress.

Sincerely,
BRADLEY BYRNE,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 14, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
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tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
May 14, 2015 at 9:49 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. Con. Res. 10.

Appointments:

Board of Visitors of the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy.

Board of Visitors of the U.S. Merchant Ma-
rine Academy.

Board of Visitors of the U.S. Air Force
Academy.

Board of Visitors of the U.S. Coast Guard
Academy.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

PROTECTING VOLUNTEER FIRE-
FIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY RE-
SPONDERS ACT

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and concur in the
Senate amendments to the bill (H.R.
1191) to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to ensure that emergency
services volunteers are not taken into
account as employees under the shared
responsibility requirements contained
in the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the Senate amendments
is as follows:

Senate amendments:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Iran Nuclear
Agreement Review Act of 2015°°.

SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW AND OVER-
SIGHT OF AGREEMENTS WITH IRAN
RELATING TO THE NUCLEAR PRO-
GRAM OF IRAN.

The Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011
et seq.) is amended by inserting after section 134
the following new section:

“SEC. 135. CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW AND OVER-
SIGHT OF AGREEMENTS WITH IRAN.

“(a) TRANSMISSION TO CONGRESS OF NUCLEAR
AGREEMENTS WITH IRAN AND VERIFICATION AS-
SESSMENT WITH RESPECT TO SUCH AGREE-
MENTS.—

““(1) TRANSMISSION OF AGREEMENTS.—Not later
than 5 calendar days after reaching an agree-
ment with Iran relating to the nuclear program
of Iran, the President shall transmit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees and leader-
ship—

‘““(A) the agreement, as defined in subsection
(h)(1), including all related materials and an-
nezxes;

‘““(B) a verification assessment report of the
Secretary of State prepared under paragraph (2)
with respect to the agreement; and

“(C) a certification that—

‘(i) the agreement includes the appropriate
terms, conditions, and duration of the agree-
ment’s requirements with respect to Iran’s nu-
clear activities and provisions describing any
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